Pharmacology of the pyrazolo-type compounds: agonist, antagonist and inverse agonist actions.
Five compounds that bind to the benzodiazepine (BZ) receptor, but show different pharmacological characteristics from the classical BZs, are profiled. CGS 8216 is a BZ antagonist/inverse agonist that reverses the effects of diazepam and also acts as a proconvulsant. CGS 9895 is also a potent BZ antagonist. In addition, this compound shows an anxiolytic profile. CGS 9896, CGS 17867A and CGS 20625 are BZ agonists (i.e., anxiolytics and anticonvulsants) which produce varying magnitudes of antagonist effect. All of these compounds are unique from the classical BZs in that each has a reduced propensity to produce the sedative and/or muscle relaxant effects characteristically associated with BZs.